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Citizenship has four material preconditions. Time of one's own. Ground under one's feet.

Voice that reaches others. Means of value exchange one controls. Each is the substrate

for a different aspect of public life. Each can be tested in any region by any honest

observer. Each is undergoing active capture in 2026.

This document is the compressed survey. It names each pillar, the capture in progress,

and the direction of recovery. The deeper papers on each pillar are linked at the close.

The Periscope is the catalyst essay that explains why the map matters at all. The Absent

Presence is the meta-frame that names form and lineage.

The map enables choice. It does not prescribe what the choice should be.

Time

Aristotle named the precondition twenty-five hundred years ago. Schole. The hours of

one's own life that are free for citizenship, free for thinking, free for the work of being

part of a public, rather than absorbed by labor under conditions one does not control.

Industrial capitalism captured time through the clock and the wage. Workers sold hours

by the unit. The unit could be tracked, measured, optimized, and extended. The forty-

hour week was a contested floor that took a century of organized labor to establish, and

the floor has been eroded steadily for the last fifty years through a combination of

stagnant wages, gig economy fragmentation, and the always-on architecture of digital

communication.

Late capitalism intensified the capture. Productivity per worker now stands at a historic

high. The hours required to meet basic needs have not fallen in proportion. The surplus

produced by productivity gains has been redirected to capital, not returned to workers
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as time. The result is a population that is more productive than any in human history

and that has less time for citizenship than any in human history.

Artificial intelligence is the first force in two hundred years that could reverse this

trajectory. AI can do, for cost approaching zero, the work that has been redirected from

worker time. The question is not whether the productivity exists. It does. The question is

whether the productivity returns to workers as hours of life or accrues to capital as

profit. The answer depends on policy, ownership structures, and political organization.

The window is open.

The deeper survey: The Time Problem.

Ground

Ground is the second pillar. The land under one's feet, the housing one can afford, the

place where one belongs and where one's family belongs after.

Ground was substrate. Ground has been converted into financial instrument. The

conversion happened through three layers, all interlocking. Federal monetary policy

made dollar holdings lose purchasing power steadily over decades, which forced

everyone with savings to seek yield somewhere, and real estate became one of the asset

classes that absorbed the demand. State-level land-use captures, particularly through

zoning regimes that restrict supply in places where demand is strong, ensured that the

asset prices kept rising. Local-level institutional drift turned town committees into

developer rubber-stamps where the developers had capital pools out of state and the

residents did not.

The result is that starter homes have been removed from inventory, owned at scale by

capital pools the median citizen cannot access, and the median citizen now rents from

those capital pools rather than owning. The substrate of belonging has been routed

through Wall Street.

Recovery, where it happens, will start at the local level. The federal level is too captured

to contest. The state level is captured in most cases. The town committee, the zoning

board, the local registry of deeds, the regional land trust, are scales at which an

organized minority of attentive citizens can still hold ground.
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The deeper survey: The Last Ground.

Voice

Voice is the third pillar. The means by which citizens reach each other. Speech in public,

organized and durable enough to act on.

Twentieth-century media consolidation reduced the number of voices to a number

small enough to control. Three networks. A handful of national newspapers. A small

number of radio chains. The consolidation was political infrastructure for an industrial-

era public. It worked, in its way, until it did not.

Twenty-first-century decentralization began returning the means of speech to ordinary

people. The open web. Blogs. Podcasts. The first wave of social platforms before they

were captured. For roughly fifteen years, an ordinary citizen could publish a piece of

work and reach an audience without going through any institutional gatekeeper. That

period produced more genuine public sense-making than the previous fifty years had

produced through the consolidated media.

The capture came back through algorithmic curation. The platforms that hosted the new

voices learned to rank, surface, and suppress those voices according to engagement

metrics owned by a small number of corporations. The voices remained nominally free.

The reach became conditional. The conditions were set in boardrooms.

The pamphleteer form is one recovery. A canonical URL with a date and a public author

is sufficient legitimation for serious readers. Hyperlink citation networks function more

responsively than algorithmic feeds. The cost of distributing a serious essay has

collapsed to near zero. The audience is global. The intermediating institutions are

optional.

The deeper survey: The Voice.
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Currency

Currency is the fourth pillar. The medium of exchange that citizens can use without

permission, the store of value that holds across time, the unit of account that does not

require an institutional intermediary to be redeemed.

The 1971 abandonment of the Bretton Woods agreement produced the longest fiat

experiment in human history. Five decades during which the dollar lost most of its

purchasing power against shelter, food, and education, while serving as the global

reserve currency for international trade. The arrangement worked for the financial

sector and for nations holding dollar reserves. It did not work for ordinary citizens

whose wages were denominated in the depreciating unit.

Stablecoins backed by Treasuries are an inversion of that experiment. They route

sovereign claims (Treasuries) through programmable infrastructure (blockchains) into

the hands of citizens who can hold, transfer, and earn yield on those sovereign claims

directly, without going through the banks. The window for this is open. The window will

not stay open forever, because the institutions that benefited from the old arrangement

are working to capture the new infrastructure as well.

The recovery, while the window is open, looks like ordinary citizens learning to hold

sovereign claims directly, building positions outside the banking system, and

developing the technical literacy to use programmable money for ordinary transactions.

The infrastructure is built. The literacy is the bottleneck.

The deeper survey: The Last Currency.

The Shared Architecture

The four captures share a form. Each begins with the substitution of a captured surface

for the actual territory. The captured surface looks like the thing itself. The actual thing

remains. Reaching it requires lifting the head above the captured surface.

Time substituted by metrics that measure productivity rather than living. Ground

substituted by financial instruments that measure yield rather than belonging. Voice

substituted by engagement curves that measure attention rather than understanding.
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Currency substituted by surveilled rails that measure compliance rather than exchange.

In each case, whoever owns the substrate of the substitute owns the conditions under

which one can perceive one's own life. The architecture is consistent because the

underlying logic of capture is consistent. Different operators in different sectors using

different instruments converge on the same shape because the same shape is what

extraction requires.

Naming the architecture does not undo it. Naming the architecture is the precondition

for choosing whether to be inside it as fate or inside it as a navigator.

The Choice

The map enables three responses. None is prescribed by the map. Each is available to

readers in different proportions depending on position.

Contribute. Build parallel infrastructure where the captured infrastructure has failed.

Local market analysis the consolidators cannot match. Town committee participation

against developers with capital pools out of state. Writers grinding their own lenses for

their own communities. Builders building.

Escape. Recognize that the current arrangement is captured beyond what can be

contested from where one stands, and move. Geographically, financially, vocationally,

domestically. The escape path has been the move of millions of people across centuries

when conditions in one place stopped being navigable.

Protect. Adjust position to defend specific assets, relationships, and obligations against

the captures named. Diversify exposure. Strengthen local ties. Hold ground deliberately.

The protection path is the steady-state response of a citizen who has assessed the terrain

and decided where to make the stand.

To each their own response, in proportions that fit their position. The map does not

prescribe. The map enables.
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Where to Go

The deeper papers are the surveys. The Periscope is the catalyst. The Absent Presence is

the meta-frame. The map sits between them as the executive summary of what the body

of work has come to see.

To know the map is to be able to make a decision, and a series of decisions, grounded in

actual topography rather than the captured surface that has replaced it.

The work of this body is to grind the lenses. The work of the reader is to look through

them. The work after the looking is yours.

ABOUT THE WRITER

John F. Long writes from Newport County on the South Coast of Massachusetts

and Rhode Island. MPA, Roger Williams University. Two years of doctoral
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material preconditions.

The body of work is structured as a quartet of citizenship surveys (time,

ground, voice, currency), with The Periscope as the catalyst essay, The Map as

the compressed survey, The Absent Presence as the meta-frame, and Acting in

the Cracks as the applied note. The full reading order is at /the-index.

Reader correspondence is welcomed; see On Correspondence.
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